CHAPTER IV

CULTIVATORS AND HARWAHAS
(Bihar, Bengal & the Punjab)

BIHAR

In the province of Bihar, 77-8 per cent of the workers were,
in 1931, found engaged in the exploitation of animals and
vegetation, and the vast majority of depressed class workers also
came under that category. In Appendix VI is given the occupa-
tional distribution of Chamars and Dhobis, the two depressed
castes of Bihar that have well-defined traditional occupations.
While only 8'4 per cent Chamars are engaged in their traditional
occupation, the corresponding figure for Dhobis is 47-9 per cent.
A tendency towards a decline in the proportion of those follow-
ing their traditional calling is noticeable,1 which might be inter-
preted as indicating an increased dependence on agriculture.

Though the greater proportion of depressed class people is
engaged in agricultural pursuits, the proportion of occupancy
tenants is small. In Bihar proper only about 4 per cent of these
people are occupancy tenants. The regional variations in the
proportion of occupancy tenants and the size of their holdings
noticed in the case of the U.P. are observable in this province as
well, and the causes explaining these variations/ being similar to
those of 'the U.P. need not be repeated. Generally speaking,
the proportion of depressed class people who are occupancy
tenants is much greater in Chota Nagpur plateau than in Bihar
proper, but even there it does not exceed 23 per cent. In Chota
Nagpur about 80 per cent Bhumijs are occupancy tenants and
the corresponding figures for Bauris and Bhuiyas are 42 per
cent and 3 per cent respectively. Holdings are also bigger in
this part of the province as compared to Bihar proper.

It might be noticed that according to the Census Report
for 1931, 29-7 per cent Chamars are cultivators.2 These figures,
include the tenant-at-will who is, in our opinion, indistinguish-
able from a labourer. It has also to be remembered that during

1 See Appendix VII.

2 See Appendix VI.